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ACTS/ORUEF Texas 
Educator’s Conference 

November 8th, 2019 
Welcome, 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the 2019 
ACTS/ORUEF Texas Educators’ Conference. It is an honor and a privilege to 
have you with us today. We are excited about the conference line-up this 
year. We have some exceptional speakers in both our general and break-
out sessions. 
 

The purpose of this conference is to provide an opportunity for leaders, 
teachers, and staff to receive professional development that is relevant 
and of high quality. It is also a place for networking with individuals in the 
same profession who have similar beliefs and values. 
Our goal is to strengthen Christian schools while enjoying the friendly 
exchange of dialogue among Christian School leaders, teachers, and staff. 
 

We pray this conference would be one where you receive encouragement 
and motivation as a Christian and a leader and take home new ideas to put 
into practice in your field of education. 
 

In His Service, 
 

     
Steve Lindquist    Dr. Jay Nelson    Dr. Donnie Peal 
Director of Accreditation, ACTS  Executive Director, ACTS  Executive Director, ORUEF 
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7:45am—8:15am  Registration/Fellowship  

8:15am—8:30am  Announcements/Worship  

8:30am—9:30am  Opening Session: Tim Barton 

9:40am—10:30am  Workshop Session 1  

10:40am—11:30am Workshop Session 2  

11:30am—12:45pm  Lunch  

1:00pm—1:50pm  Workshop Session 3 

2:00pm—2:50pm  Workshop Session 4  

3:00pm—4:00pm  Closing Session: Tim Barton  

4:00pm     Dismissal 
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Timothy Barton 
 

Timothy is a speaker for WallBuilders, a national pro-family organization that presents America’s 

forgotten history and heroes, with an emphasis on our religious, moral, and constitutional heritage. 

WallBuilders has been recognized from coast-to-coast for its work in education, history, law, and 

public policy, integrating the elements of Biblical faith and morality throughout all aspects of 

American life and culture.  

Tim excels in his various presentations on worldview, education, the truth of America’s Godly 

heritage, and a variety of other topics. Pastors, seminars, churches, schools (both public and 

private), and youth conferences have been challenged and inspired by the information he 

presents. From elementary students to senior adults, Timothy gains the rapt attention of all with his 

unique presentation style and powerful content. While he engages and challenges the mind, his 

dynamic messages speak straight to the heart.  

Tim is an ordained minister and has worked in a variety of church staff positions, including as youth 

minister, worship leader, and assistant pastor. He served as an athletic director,  

teacher, and coach at a Christian School in Texas, also serving as a basketball camp coach at 

Duke University.  

Tim graduated from college with a degree in Business Management and a minor in Biblical Studies. 

During college, he mentored youth, working with local youth groups and serving at an orphanage. 

He also worked for several years as a senior counselor at a large youth camp in Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. Regardless of where he is, Tim speaks into the lives of those around him, encouraging 

them to live passionately and to follow Christ whole-heartedly.  

Tim, and his wife Gabi, currently reside in Weatherford, Texas. 
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Session 1 
 

Watch Me Grow! Understanding and Cultivating Preschoolers’ 
Developmental Skills 
Becky Custer, BJU Press, Room 301, Preschool 

Learn practical ways to instruct and inspire early learners to grow academically, socially and 
spiritually. Explore the most productive methods for Circle time and Learning Centers so the 
preschooler can thrive in their classroom environment. 
 
 

How to Start and Manage a Pep Band/Marching Band for Small Schools 
Chris Paden, Calvary Christian Academy, Room 302, Fine Arts 

We will discuss a breakdown of Calvary Christian Academy’s success of building a 
Pep/Marching Band and share a blueprint to help other small schools do the same. 
 
 

An Overview of Luke and Acts 
Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Room 303, All  

Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher 
may meet this goal through 6 academic hours at an accredited university or 18 CEU’s of 
Biblical Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 18 Bible classes provided at ACTS Conferences that 
meet one of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of completion for each class; this 
certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. 
 
 

The Seven Laws of Teaching as Feast Preparation 
Myrandi Ballesteros, Covenant Christian Academy, Room 304, All 

Through the lens of John Milton Gregory’s The Seven Laws of Teaching, educators are 
encouraged to embrace the richness of their calling in preparing the courses of a glorious 
feast for students. 
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Session 1 continued 
 

History Through Eyes of Faith 
Dr. Bryan Smith, BJU Press, Room 305, All  

Christians in general agree that the Bible is essential to understanding history. But what is this 
supposed to look like in the classroom? Many teachers focus on godly character traits seen in 
the lives of certain individuals. But this approach often leaves the core objectives of history 
unaffected by biblical teaching. This workshop proposes that the key to effective biblical 
integration is Christian worldview shaping. Students learn Christianly when they see the past 
through the lens of a Christian worldview. Come and discover classroom practices that will 
help you achieve core history objectives in a distinctively Christian way. 

 

La Luerza de la Tribe (The Strength of the Tribe) 
Alba Wilcox, Jesus Chapel School, Room 307, All 

In this session we will discuss how to transform your school through the culture of tribes. 
 
 

Fostering an Effective Teacher/Administrator to Student Mentorship 
Program 
Patti Simon, Valley Fellowship Christian Academy, Room 309, All, Administration 

Patti Simon shares strategies to establish and to grow an effective teacher to student 
mentorship program. Sharing insight from her 33 years of experience in Christian education, 
Mrs. Simon will also utilize information from Cultivate: Forming the Emerging Generation 
Through Life-on-Life Mentoring by Jeff Myers. 
 

How to Create a Basic Elevator Speech to Convey your Message 
David Wagner, Schnake Turnbo Frank, Room 313, All, Administration, Development Directors 

Would you like to describe your school or the value of Christian education in a short, pithy, 
repeatable manner? In this session you will learn a transferable technique on how to: 

1. Identify the key points to include in your message 
2. How to deliver the message in a clear, concise and consistent manner each time you 

are called on or given the opportunity. 
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Session 2 
 

Teacher =CEO: From Schedules to Management for the Early Educator 
Becky Custer, BJU Press, Room 301, Preschool, Lower Elementary  

Effective classroom management creates an environment that is conducive to teaching and 
learning. Implement appropriate classroom procedures, strategies and instructional techniques 
to help guide learning activities and manage student behavior. 

 
 

Why Do My Students Act the Way They Do? 
Steve Lindquist, ACTS, Room 302, All 

Teachers are often left scratching their heads, wondering why on earth their students are 
acting the way they do with no explainable reason. Many students today lack skills in Executive 
Functions that are foundational to their academic success. This session will begin the 
exploration of those Executive Functions and how they can be rectified to create success. 
(Adapted from Causes and Cures in the Classroom) 
 
 

An Overview of Matthew, Mark, & John 
Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Room 303, All  

Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher 
may meet this goal through 6 academic hours at an accredited university or 18 CEU’s of Biblical 
Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 18 Bible classes provided at ACTS Conferences that meet 
one of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of completion for each class; this 
certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. 
 
 

My Brain is Different 
Tangela Murphy, Little Scholars Learning Academy, Room 304, All 

In this presentation the teacher will be able to: 
1. Identify the most common disabilities that can be found in a classroom 
2. Evaluate how to teach and accommodate students with disabilities 
3. Make and take session – create a sensory item 
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Session 2 continued 
 

Teaching English Christianly 
Dr. Bryan Smith, BJU Press, Room 305, All  

Can writing, grammar, and literature be taught Christianly? Absolutely – but only if we approach 
these subjects in the right way. Effective biblical integration in English focuses on Christian 
worldview shaping. Students learn Christianly as they are taught to see English from a Christian 
worldview. Come and learn about effective practices that will enable you to achieve core 
language arts objectives in a distinctively Christian way. 

 

A Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
Alba Wilcox, Jesus Chapel School, Room 307, All 

As educators, we are often faced by challenges that can weigh us down. Come prepared to 
discuss how to continually find joy in the journey. 
 

Secular vs. Biblical: Cultivating a Culture of Truth 
Patti Simon, Valley Fellowship Christian Academy, Room 309, All, Administration 

Christian Schools can cultivate a strong, Biblical culture among staff, parents and students. The 
current secularization of Christianity in the United States is an impediment to instilling within 
students a Truth perspective for all of life. Students are blindly consuming modern media that 
persistently promotes a worldview founded on falsehood. More than just condemning or 
critiquing culture, we must create a healthy culture of kingdom discipleship. In the session, Mrs. 
Simon will also highlight wise principles (from the book Kingdom Education by Glen Schultz) for 
establishing strong Biblical worldview in Christian schools. 
 

Management vs. Leadership – The Six Seismic Shifts from Management 
to Leadership 
David Wagner, Schnake Turnbo Frank, Room 313, All, Administration, Leadership 

As a manager, you deal with what is in front of you. As a leader, you deal with what is around 
the corner. Are you preparing to move into leadership, or is it a desire of yours for the future? 
This workshop will focus on the six seismic shifts you need to embrace as you move into that 
leadership role. 
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Session 3 
 

 
Sparking Creativity in Your Students 
Patricia Losey, Covenant Schools, Room 301, Preschool  

This workshop will provide you with intentional ways to set up a creative learning environment. 
We will explore different learning styles and how to use differentiated learning to teach diverse 
students. Teachers will walk away with simple ideas they can implement daily to help spark 
creativity in their students. 

 
 
 
 

Christian School Marketing with a $0 Marketing Budget 
Steve Lindquist, ACTS, Room 302, All, Administration 

The two items sacrificed the most when creating a school budget are Professional Development 
and Marketing. Without marketing, you cannot increase the budget, without increasing the 
budget, these items will continue to be sacrificed. Effective Marketing does not need to cost a 
lot. As a matter of fact, marketing does not need to cost anything. This session will explore the 
concept of Word of Mouth marketing and how to do it effectively.  
 
 
 
 

Biblically Integrated Lesson Plans 
Lance Miller, Ed. D., Calvary Christian Academy, Room 303, Administration, Elementary, Middle, Secondary  

Come join us for a round table discussion on how to develop Biblically integrated lesson plans. 
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Session 3 continued 
 

 
Tips for a Successful Accreditation Visit 
Dr. Kim Boyd, Oral Roberts University, Room 304, All, Administration 

Participants will have tips for preparing for an accreditation. Common problems will be 
highlighted and tips will be provided for making the case to meet standards and for increasing 
the manageability of the process. 

 
 
 
From Dobson to Wong 
Dr. Patrick Otto, Oral Roberts University, Room 305, All  

What is the greatest need for teachers today? Better curriculum, more content, more free 
time? The greatest need for most is a refresher in classroom management. We will cover the 
leading theorists. However, the main focus will be on “How To’s” of managing the class and 
teaching the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 

Teaching the “Unteachable” 
Ezzard Castillo, River City Christian School, Room 307, Administration, Elementary, Middle, Secondary 

In this workshop we will discuss how administrators and educators can develop a successful 
special needs program. In addition, we will provide practical applications that aid students on 
the spectrum, those with ADHD, Dyslexia, and auditory/visual processing challenges achieve 
success in the classroom. 
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Session 4 
 

 
Class Dojo Tips & Tricks 
Abigail Jones, Trinity Christian School, Room 301, Preschool, Elementary, Middle, Secondary  

With so many teachers using Class Dojo this year, this session helps dig deeper into how to use 
the app/website to benefit your classroom. 

 
 
 

God in Education 
Pastor Richard Rodriguez, Christian Life Center Academy, Room 302, All 

In this session, we will discuss examples of how to share the Gospel while teaching Math, 
Science, Literature, Geography, Astronomy, Spelling, etc.  
 
 
 
 

Your Words: The Power of Life or Death. How to Use Language to Build 
Relationships and People 
Coby Cathey, Resolute Academy, Room 303, All  

Proverbs 18:21a says, “The tongue has the power of life and death…”. We all know that 
nagging doesn’t work. What if there was a way to speak so that it would uplift, encourage and 
motivate people to new levels? 
In this session we will discuss: 
 Why how you speak really does have the power of life and death. 
 How to craft your language for life. 
 How to pray in a better way. 

How to teach students to eliminate negative self-talk and replace it with positive self-
talk. 
How to connect with people better and build positive relationships through your 
language. 
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Session 4 continued 
 

 
Effective Teaching and Learning 
Dr. Kim Boyd, Oral Roberts University, Room 304, All  

How does your school define effective teaching? Participants will engage in a discussion that 
will define the characteristics of effective teaching and learning and how to create a school 
culture that reflects these characteristics. 

 
 
Dealing with Difficult Parents 
Dr. Patrick Otto, Oral Roberts University, Room 305, All  

This workshop provides the Christian School administrator and teacher with tools to better 
serve the school family by dealing with difficult parents. We will explore four causes of difficult 
relationships with school parents and develop subsequent suggestions for addressing these 
areas of confusion, complaint and consternation! 
 

 
 
 

So, You Call Yourself a Christian School! 
Ezzard Castillo, River City Christian School, Room 307, Administration, Elementary, Middle, Secondary 

What makes a school Christian? Is it our curriculum, or our emphasis on Biblical integration in 
all subjects? During this workshop attendees will reflect on how to develop a school 
atmosphere where the DNA of Jesus is evident throughout the campus. 
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