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Welcome!
Thank you for joining us at this year’s conference. It is an honor and a privilege to have you with
us today. We are excited about the program this year, with exceptional workshops and speakers
The purpose of this conference is to provide an opportunity for Christian school leaders, teachers,
and staff to receive professional development that is relevant and of high quality. It is also a place
for networking with individuals in the same profession who have similar beliefs and values.
Our goal is to strengthen Christian schools while enjoying the friendly exchange of dialogue
among Christian School leaders, teachers, and staff.
We pray this conference would be one where you receive encouragement and motivation as a
Christian leader and gain new ideas to put into practice in your field of Christian education.

Information about CEUs:
ACTS has moved digital with the collection of data for CEUs from this conference. Please visit
the Conference Registration Table to scan the QR Code that will take you to the Google Form for
CEUs. You will need to fill this form out entirely to receive your CEU certificate from your school
Administrator. Detailed information about sessions attended by school staff and a certificate
master template will be emailed to the administrator after the conclusion of the conference.
ORUEF/ICAA schools should contact the ORUEF/ICAA office after the conference to request
CEU certificates for attendance at the conference. The ORUEF/ICAA office will forward a CEU
certificate template to the Head of School for printing and distribution as earned by school staff
members who attended the conference.
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Schedule

8:00-8:30 am ................ Registration
8:30-8:45 am ................ Worship/Announcements
8:45-9:45 am ................ Keynote – Dr. Donnie Peal
9:45-10:00 am

BREAK

10:00-11:00 am .............. Workshop Session 1
11:00-11:15 am

BREAK

11:15 am-12:15 pm ........ Workshop Session 2
12:15-1:45 pm

LUNCH

1:45-2:45 pm ................ Workshop Session 3
2:45-3:00 pm

BREAK

3:00-4:00 pm ................ Keynote – Dr. Donnie Peal

Keynote Speaker

Dr. Donnie Peal is the Executive Director of the Oral Roberts University Educational Fellowship
(ORUEF) and the International Christian Accrediting Association (ICAA), serving in this capacity
since 2008. He was formerly employed for 23 years by Christian Fellowship School in Benton, KY
where he served as a teacher, principal, and, in his last 14 years as the head administrator of the
school. Dr. Peal is also a past president of ORUEF and the former chairman of the ICAA Board of
Directors. In addition, he currently serves on the Kentucky Non-Public Schools Commission, the
Georgia Private School Accreditation Commission where he served for two years as the Secretary
of the Commission, the Virginia Council for Private Education on which he also served as
Secretary, the Council for American Private Education Board of Directors, the Texas Private
School Accrediting Commission having served for two years as Chairman of the Commission, and
the Executive Director of the Oklahoma Private School Accreditation Commission. Additionally,
Dr. Peal has served on an Early Learning Accreditation Workgroup for New Mexico and on the
Steering Committee for the 2017, 2019, and 2022 Global Christian School Leadership Summits.
Dr. Peal earned his Doctor of Education degree in Educational Leadership from Oral Roberts
University (ORU) in May 2008. He received a Master of Arts in Christian School Administration
from ORU in 1992 and completed his undergraduate degree in Christian Education at Southern
Bible College in 1978. Dr. Peal has worked extensively with schools on accreditation, board and
administrative leadership, Biblical integration and Biblical worldview, and other issues. He has
presented extensively at Christian school conferences in the United States and internationally.
Dr. Peal has been married to his wife Wanda, who is also a teacher, for almost 45 years and they
have two daughters. Brandi, their older daughter is 41 years old and has been married for 21
years to Chris Haynes. They reside in Kentucky where Chris serves on the faculty at Murray State
University and Brandi teaches at Christian Fellowship School. They have four children, Chandler
(age 12), Evie (age 9), Greyson (age 5 years), and Olivia (age 3). Their younger daughter, Alisha,
is 30 years old and is a registered nurse at Baptist Health Hospital in Paducah, KY.

Workshop Session 1
10:00 am – 11:00 am
Personal Resilience: Developing a Growth Mindset

Room 201

Presenter: Dr. Kim Boyd, Dean, ORU College of Education & Asst. to the Provost, Tulsa, OK
Audience: General

How do educators develop grit and a growth mindset in students? This workshop will allow educators to
assess their grit and learn to develop a growth mindset in their students.

Watch Me Grow! Understanding and Cultivating
Preschoolers’ Developmental Skills

Room 203

Presenter: Becky Custer, Early Learning Consultant, BJU Press, Greenville, SC
Audience: Early Childhood

In this workshop, participants will learn practical ways to instruct and inspire early learners to grow
academically, socially, and spiritually. The workshop will explore the most productive methods for Circle
time and Learning Centers so the preschooler can thrive in their classroom environment

ArcGIS (Global Information) Across the Curriculum

Room 213

Presenter: Laurel “Rose” Hatch, Secondary Teacher, Mercy Culture Preparatory, Ft. Worth, TX
Audience: General, Middle/Jr. High School, High School

This session will explore a geographic information system (GIS). GIS is a system that creates, manages,
analyzes, and maps all types of data. The session will discuss how GIS can be used across the classroom
curriculum.

Worship in the Classroom

Room 215

Presenter: Megan Horton, Fine Arts/Worship Leader, Community Christian School, Mineral Wells, TX
Audience: General

This workshop considers the importance of worship in the school and the need for Christian school leaders
and staff to maintain an attitude of worship. The workshop will focus on how a posture of worship
influences the classroom, as well as our interactions with students and fellow staff members.

Customer Service – Why the focus/what are the benefits/isn’t it obvious?

Room 216

Presenter: David Wagner, Partner and CFO, Schnake Turnbo Frank, Tulsa, OK
Audience: General

Who are the school’s customers, and what does excellent customer service look like for each group? We
will delve into why overall customer service is so important to current and prospective parents, students,
donors, alumni, and the community in general, and 10 ways to deliver excellent customer service. This
session will be a reminder and a challenge to all of us that, in addition to the education we provide, we
also provide service.

The Benefits of Brain Breaks
st

Room 217

Presenter: Kim Curry, 1 Grade Teacher, Azle Christian School, Azle, TX
Audience: All Grades, General

Attendees to this session will examine and discuss strategies and tools to combat off-task behaviors and
increase student engagement in the classroom.

Workshop Session 2
11:15 am – 12:15 pm
Keep School Staff and Students Motivated All Year Long: Advice
from Principals

Room 201

Presenter: Dr. Kim Boyd, Dean, ORU College of Education & Asst. to the Provost, Tulsa, OK
Audience: General

How do school leaders get their staff pumped up early in the school year and keep them motivated over
the next 10 months? Learn how from school leaders who are making it happen. These activities can also
be transferred to students!

Champion Group

Room 202

Presenter: Champion Group Representative
Audience: Administrative, General

Securing and maintaining a strong financial foundation and robust school improvement planning are two
key components necessary for a Christian school to thrive and consistently improve its ability to meet the
needs of its students. This workshop will explore various opportunities for mission-centric fundraising
and data-based school improvement planning.

Teacher=CEO: From Schedules to Management for
the Early Educator

Room 203

Presenter: Becky Custer, Early Learning Consultant, BJU Press, Greenville, SC
Audience: Early Childhood – 2nd Grade

Effective classroom management creates an environment that is conducive to teaching and learning.
Implement appropriate classroom procedures, strategies, and instructional techniques to help guide
learning activities and manage student behavior.

Starting from a Place of Peace

Room 213

Presenter: Doug Jefferson, Head Administrator, Community Christian School, Mineral Wells, TX
Audience: General

This workshop will discuss integrating prayer and worship into school leadership and the instructional
program and how that can instill a deep sense of peace throughout the school that has a positive impact
upon student learning and behavior.

Academic Rigor

Room 215

Presenter: Steve Erhart, M.Ed., BJU Press, Greenville, SC
Audience: All Grades, Administrative

Academic rigor comes in all shapes and forms. However, the end goal of academic rigor must be more
than good grades and acceptance into a good college. Academic rigor done properly provides your
students with a lifelong skill. It gives them good thinking skills complemented with the grit necessary to
successfully navigate adulthood. Exploring key components that create lifelong academic rigor and good
thinking, this workshop provides ideas on how to get beyond content-driven academic rigor and achieve
important critical thinking skills.

Old Testament 9: Minor Prophets

Room 216

Presenter: Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Plano TX
Audience: General

An overview of the Minor Prophets. ACTS Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must obtain
formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal through 6 academic hours at an accredited university,
or 18 CEUs of Biblical Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 18 Bible classes provided at ACTS conferences
that meet the Professional Teacher Certificate Biblical Studies requirement. The following class meets one
of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of completion for each class; this certificate is your proof
that you have attended the class. Handouts are available at http://www.drmjeffa.com/handouts.html

Biblical Principles to Up Your Customer Service Game: Start
Start with Your People

Room 217

Presenter: Patti Simon, Head Administrator, Valley Fellowship Christian Academy, Huntsville, AL
Audience: Administrative, General

Do you want to learn how to develop a healthy, “people-over-profit” business mentality. Utilizing key
principals from Brian Dixon’s Start with Your People, we will discuss how to apply “starting with your
people” in a practical manner. Maintaining the right priorities, Christian schools flourish and prosper.

Workshop Session 3
1:00-1:50p
Engagement Strategies for the Elementary Teacher

Presenter: Tiffany Mueller,1st Grade Teacher, Mercy Culture Preparatory, Ft. Worth, TX
Audience: Elementary, Early Childhood

Room 201

Effective teaching techniques will be presented that promote student engagement and accelerate
learning through games, songs, movement, and others.

Why Can’t We Be Friends?

Room 202

Presenter: Ezzard (Cas) Castillo, Head Administrator, River City Christian School, San Antonio, TX
Audience: Administrative, General

In this workshop, participants will explore how administrators and other school leaders can promote the
development of habits that minimize, avoid, or resolve conflicts among school staff

Classroom Management is NOT “One Size Fits All”

Room 203

Presenter: Marcellina Satterfield, Teacher, Victory Christian Academy, Decatur, TX
Audience: Early Childhood

A variety of classroom strategies will be discussed that promote effective student engagement and
increase the understanding of learners from varied backgrounds.

Fine Arts in the Christian School

Room 213

Presenter: Doug Jefferson, Head Administrator, Community Christian School, Mineral Wells, TX
Audience: General, Administrative

This workshop will present why a Christian school should have a Fine Arts program and how to plan and
implement a strong, successful Fine Arts program.

A Primer on Biblical Worldview Integration

Room 215

Presenter: Steve Erhart M.Ed., BJU Press, Greenville, SC
Audience: Administrative, General

BJU Press textbooks provide your school with an excellent program to implement biblical worldview
shaping into your main content areas. This workshop is a short primer on the philosophy and concepts
used by BJU Press textbooks to accomplish biblical worldview integration. This workshop is perfect for
newcomers to biblical worldview shaping or as a review for those who have already heard Dr. Bryan
Smith’s longer workshops presented at our VIP or Biblical Worldview Conferences.

Old Testament 10: Major Prophets: Ezekiel and Daniel

Room 216

Presenter: Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Plano TX
Audience: General

OT 10. An overview of the Major Prophets: Ezekiel and Daniel. ACTS Teachers with a Provisional
Teacher Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal through 6 academic
hours at an accredited university, or 18 CEUs of Biblical Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 18 Bible
classes provided at ACTS conferences that meet the Professional Teacher Certificate Biblical Studies
requirement. The following class meets one of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of
completion for each class; this certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. Handouts are
available at http://www.drmjeffa.com/handouts.html

The Servant’s Heart

Room 217

Presenter: Laura Williams, Secondary Assistant Principal, Victory Christian Academy, Decatur, TX
Audience: General, Administrative

This presentation is targeted to current school leaders and those who may wish to become future school
leaders. In this workshop, the presenter will cover a general overview of school leadership and present
ideas of how the Christian educator can enhance programs already in place.
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